2019 Queens District Attorney Questionnaire
Please Return to: Jimowles@gmail.com

Candidate Name:

Rory Lancman

Campaign Address: 76-21 172nd Street
Campaign Website:

www.lancmanforda.com

Campaign phone:

917-363-9004

Campaign Social Media Handles (Facebook/Twitter):
twitter.com/RoryLancman; facebook.com/LancmanforDA

Campaign Contact (name/phone/email):
1.
Do you now, or have you ever supported an openly LGBTQ
candidate for public office? If so, please identify any and all of the
candidates.
I supported Danny Dromm when he originally ran for City Council.

If applicable, what legislation directly affecting the LGBT
community have you introduced or co-sponsored? (indicate
accordingly)
2.

I co-sponsored Marriage Equality in the state assembly, for example, and in the city
council authored the law criminalizing revenge porn and co-sponsored the resolution
calling on the legislature to pass GENDA (the Gender Expression Non-Discrimination
Act).

What LGBT organizations have you been involved with,
either on a volunteer basis or professionally?
3.

As an assembly member and council member, I have worked with numerous LGBTQ
organizations to help pass marriage equality, expand civil legal services, and reform the
criminal justice system. For example, we recently worked with the Gay and Lesbian
Anti-Violence Project in passing my revenge porn legislation, and they periodically testify
before my committee.

If applicable, what LGBT organizations have you allocated
funds to?
4.

Helped fund a groundbreaking citywide survey of the housing needs of LGBT seniors conducted by the Stonewall Community Development
Corporation (SCDC). It got almost twice the number of responses that they were aiming for. Gave them $5K in 2017, $8K in 2016.
- In 2016, gave $5K to the LGBT Health and Human Services Network, a coalition of nonprofits that provide care to LGBT New Yorkers. In
Queens these include: Queens Pride House and Queens Center for Gay Seniors - Queens Community House
As a member of the Council's Budget Negotiating Team (BNT), in FY 2018 I helped guide Council funding to:
- Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence Project -- $47,500 from the Legal Services for the Working Poor Initiative,
- LGBT Inclusion Curriculum in the DOE -- $200,000 for staff training/development and integration of themes into to English and history classes
- LGBTQ Youth All-Borough Mental Health Initiative -- $1.2 million
- LGBT Senior services in every borough -- $1.5 million
- Preventing Sexual Assault Initiative for Young Adults particularly includes an transgender, and other LGBTQ youth -- $225,000 total of which
an undecided amount will go to LGBTQ youth
- NYC Gay and Lesbian Anti-violence Project within the Initiative for Immigrant Survivors of Domestic Violence -- $55,000

5.

Do you consider yourself a member of the LGBT community?

An honorary member!

Have you marched in Pride? Which marches and for
approximately how many years?
6.

Yes many times, but every year in the LGBTQ-inclusive "St. Pat's For All Parade" in
Queens.

Have you employed openly LGBT individuals previously? Do
you employ any currently?
7.

Previously, yes; currently, no.

If you receive the endorsement, do you agree to identify the
club using its FULL name on all literature and electronic materials
where you list endorsements?
8.

Yes.
What press conferences, demonstrations, rallies and
protests in support of LGBT issues, pro choice legislation, criminal
justice issues and the Resist Trump Movement have you attended?
9.

Too many to mention. My most recent criminal justice related demonstration was outside
the MDC federal jail last month after heat and electricity were cut off, and my most
prominent Resist Trump protest was opposing Jeff Sessions' AG appointment outside
Trump Tower, inasmuch as I chair the Council committee that oversees the justice
system in NYC.

Have you ever been arrested? If so please explain why and
outcome of arrest.
10.

No

11. What is your position on abortion?
100 pro-choice. Check out my endorsement video from reproductive rights icon Merle
Hoffman, founder of CHOICES Medical Clinic in Jamaica, Queens:
https://youtu.be/8wL3df3LlGU

12. It is common for the District Attorney's office to write letters of

parole release opposition to the State Parole Board for
incarcerated people the office previously prosecuted. This often
happens in boilerplate form, without the DA's office knowing who
the incarcerated person is today and how they've changed over
time. Would you pledge to not write boilerplate letters of
opposition for people the office prosecuted years and decades ago
as they appear before the Parole Board?

Yes

13.
As DA, would you pledge to not push for Life Without Parole
(death-by-incarceration) sentences for those you are prosecuting?
Yes

14. Will you advocate in Albany for legislation to mandate the review

of sentences of incarcerated individuals over the age of 55 who
have served in excess of 15 years to determine if they warrant
release?

Yes

Do you commit to visit constituents who are incarcerated in
state prisons such as Bedford Correctional Facility?
15.

Yes, when necessary to form a position on a parole or clemency application.

Do you believe sincere remorse, risk of reoffending and
actions taken while incarcerated should be considered over the
original crime in determinations of parole?
16.

They should certainly be considered alongside the original crime in determining parole.

Do you consent to having your name added to a letter of
elected officials to the New York State Parole Board advocating for
the release of Judith Clark?
17.

Yes
Have you participated in any demonstrations or protests in
relation to the issues of clemency and parole?
18.

The need to reduce overreliance on parole, and restrict the use of technical violations of parole, has been a part of many #CloseRikers demonstrations which I have partticipated in.

Will you affirmatively seek to hire formerly incarcerated
individuals?
19.

Yes

20.

Do you believe in the legalization of sex work?

I won't charge individuals engaged in prostitution under Penal Law 230 or Education Law 6512(1). I am open to a conversation about legalization, but the majority of women's organizations with whom I've interacted oppose legalization. Work needs to be done to forge a consensus on the right legal re

What proposals will you advocate for the protect immigrants
and to further New York as a Sanctuary City?
21.

My office will not ignore the impact of a criminal conviction on an individual’s immigration
status and will actively use immigration-sensitive charging and plea offers. We will
maintain a dedicated “Collateral Consequences Review Officer” to consult on any
decision that might have collateral consequences for a defendant’s immigration status.

Do you support removing the loitering statute from the state
criminal code?
22.

Yes
23.

Do you support the legalization of recreational marijuana?

Yes
Do you support the establishment of supervised drug
consumption spaces?
24.

Yes
Have you ever endorsed any member of the IDC or any
candidates who challenged IDC members? Please identify all
candidates
25.

I endorsed and campaigned for John Liu against Tony Avella, in my senate district.

26.

Do you support reform of the CCRB? If yes, please explain.

Yes, I support strengthening the CCRB's independence by giving it the statutory authority
to bring cases and requiring that decisions of administrative judges in cases it brings be
determinative.

What reforms to the powers and duties of the office would
you advocate for?
27.

Of the CCRB? See above.

Will you commit to hiring a member of the LGBT community
to serve as a liaison to the community?
28.
Yes.

Will you commit to ensuring diverse LGBT representation
among your staff?
29.

Yes.

Who did you support for office in the following primary
races A) Mayor and Public Advocate in 2013 B) President in 2016
C) Governor and Attorney General in 2018?
30.

2013: Mayor, no endorsement; Public Advocate, Tish James
2016: Hillary Clinton
2018: Governor, Andrew Cuomo; Attorney General, Tish James

